BULLETIN from 





Virginia Kirkus’ Service _ 317 West 4th Street 
ee ee ae 
Vol. XXVII November 15, 1959 ; No. 22 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


EASY READING 
BEGINNER BOOKS Each $1.95 Random House 


Bennett Cerf's BOOK OF LAUGHS- Drawings by Carl Rose. 

Chandler, Edna Walker- COWBOY ANDY- J/l’d. by E. Raymond Kinstler. 
McClintock, Mike- STOP THAT BALI- Jll'd. by Fritz Siebel. 

Phleger, Fred- ANN CAN FLY- Jll'd. by Robert Lopshire. 

Phieger, Fred- THE WHALES GO By- J/l’'d. by Peul Galdone. 


"Haven't you any more books I can read?" was the query of one seven year 
old who had raced through the first six of these beginner books. And it is a delight 
to see how eagerly children seize on books that give them a sense of accomplishment 
without effort. Suddenly- they can read: The Cat in the Hat by the immortal [r. 
Seuss, started it off. The books - from the adult viewpoint- may fall into the trap 
of wishful thinking (Ann Can Fly and Cowboy Andy) but it is wishful thinking that 
most children indulge in with no ill effects. Or- again the adult speaking- the 
humor may be of the smart alecky kind that children adore and adults abhor (Book of 
Laughs) but they all go through it and there are too few books intended to make young 
readers laugh. Stop that Ball is on the beguiling edge of fantasy. And The Whales 

 ] Go By is a bit of natural history on an oddly appealing subject. Laminated paste- 
downs on board, with reenforced backbones. (Publ. ) 


EASY-TO-READ BOOKS Each $1.95 Random House 


Andrews, Roy Chapman- IN THE DAYS OF THE DINOSAURS- J1l'd. by Jean Zallinger. 
Crosby, A.L. & Larrick, Nancy- ROCKETS INTO SPACE- [1ll’d. by Denny McMains. 
Freeman, Mae & Ira- THE SUN, THE MOON, AND THE STARS- J/1l’d. by Rene Martin. 
Sharp, Elizabeth N.- SIMPLE MACHINES AND HOW THEY WORK- J11’d. by Ida Sheib. 
White, Anne Terry- ROCKS ALL AROUND US- Jll’d. by Evelyn Urbanowich. 


* An extraordinarily successful series of beginning science readers gauged 
for 3rd-6th grade children whose interest attention may be caught by the subject 
matter before they are ordinarily prepared to cope with the vocabulary and presentation. 
Here, in each case, the subject matter is simplified without ever seeming to be / 
written down; the step by step inclusion of new material is in natural sequence, so 
that there is an effortless advance in concept and comprehension; the drawings are 
Closely linked to the text, and where experiments are included, they too, forward the 
understanding. In vocabulary and sentence structure the problem reader wiii find that 
he is confronted with no hurdles, and that reading about things that interest him is 
suddenly exciting and easy. Sturdily bound in cloth. (Published) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Cunningham, Donald St. Martin's Press 

NATURE DETECTIVES $2.50 

When Robert, the young son of e prominent London detective, is elected to 

@ spend his Easter vacation with a noted naturalist, he embarks on a job of sleuthing 


as demanding as any his father has undertaken. On the track of bird poachers, Robert 
and his older friend vindicate the gypsies, on whom blame easily falls, and establish 
the real criminal's identity. All this forms a frame into which much natural history 
is condensed. The habits of birds, fish, badgers, snakes, porcupines, otters, and 
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other creatures indigenous to the temperate English countryside are woven into this story 

which endows the detection of nature's secrets with the same excitement usually vested in 

the detection of human secrets. A pleasant depiction of English rural life, nicely , 
illustrated in black and white by A. Burgess Sharrocks. (Publ. ) hy ALi glee LK _ 


Herge Simon” &Schister-Golden Press 
THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN @ Board Each $1.95; 12x9 


If we must have comics for children (and it seems generally agreed that we must) 
Tintin seems to be nominated by popular acclaim in many languages other than his native 
French; and in France Tintin has been a prime favorite for a dozen years. Now, in trans- 
lation by Danielle Gorlin, four volumes are released for the American public. Tintin has 
hairbreadth adventures with thieves and pirates and sunken treasure and counterfeiters in 
these volumes:- The Secret of the Unicorn, King Ottokar's Scepter, Red Rackham's Treasure 
and The Crab with the Golden Claws. The format is traditional, but the artwork and the 
reproduction, the humor and the zaniness are all more than a cut above average. For those 
who must have them- young and old- here is Tintin. (Publ.) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Richards, Leverett G. John Day 
ICE AGE COMING $3.00 
The Story of Glaciers, Bergs and Ice Cabs 


There are signs that the ice of the ancient Great Ice Age - still extant in 
Arctic and Antarctic regions - is spreading once again. Scientists are studying and 
measuring. The author of this book was one of the aviators in Operation Deep Freeze in 
the Antarctic, and has flown over both poles. In this book he examines what is known of 
the ice ages of the past, and uses his knowledge of glaciers, of icebergs, of the ice 
caps of arctic regions to project his imagination into a possible future. Here is a 
different sort of book on natural science, and the author writes with the sweep appropriate @ 


to the drama of his material. Illustrated with photographs, maps and line drawings. Of 
interest from Junior High up. (1/7? LC:60-5650) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Vitray, Laura Dodd, Mead 
FASHION FOR CINDERELLA $3.00 


Cynthia Jones, an eighteen-year-old Wisconsin farm girl, is devoted to her world 
of square dances, crop talk, and especially to Joe, a tow-headed neighbor, whom she has 
known since they were children. But rivalling her comfortable acceptance of home is the 
dream of a very different world, the world of high fashion, Paris, New York. When Cynthia 
wins a Singer Sewing contest and is sent to Paris, she becomes intimately involved with 
the fashion houses through her French friend, Yvette Bonnard. She is apprenticed to the 
Bonnard establishment, first as a seamstress and then as a mannequin. Joe arrives in Paris, 
and after a series of convenient switches, Cynthia becomes engaged to an elegant young 
French designer. A real dedication to fashion is demanded of the reader who would follow 
the entire odyssey of Cynthia Jones--every detail of the French retail and wholesale fashion 
industry is diagramed here--but for those with a real curiosity about the international 
fashion world, the romance of Cynthia is second best to the grand tour. By the author of 
Celia, Country Reporter. (1/11. LC:60-6026) 


Greene, Marion | St. Martin's Press 
CANAL BOY $4.50 


Sean O'Dare, sixteen and orphaned, finds work on the construction of the Canadian 
Rideau Canal. In the 1820's this was a rough and ready atmosphere, and when Sean is 
falsely accused of stealing a commanding officer's pistols, he must use every physical and 
mental weapon at his disposal. How Sean vindicates himself and establishes himself as a 
property holder is related within a suspenseful narrative, rich in history and local color. 
Illustrations by Vernon Mould. (Publ. ) 
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Cogswell, Harry Putnam 
FIND A CAREER IN ADVERTISING $2.75 


The structure of American advertising is to the career-minded high schoc? 
student a vast world of opportunity, complex, endowed with its own vocabulary and 
an enormous capacity to absorb talent on every level. In this factual text the 
field of advertising is broken down into its component yarts. What does the artist 
do, the writer, the business man, the clerk? Where does one start and how far in 
any specific direction can one hope to go? Harry Cogswell writes knowledgeably, ex 
ploring every vista in a realistic and illumineting manner. (1/? LC:60-5632) 


Knight, Frank St. Martin's Press 
CAPTAIN ANSON AND TEE TREASURE OF SPATU $3.75 


* The story of Lord Admiral Anson of the British Navy and his exploits in 
the Pacific in the eighteenth century are as rich in adventure and exploit as that 
of any fictional hero. Sent by the Crown to open unnampered trade with the Fast anc 
to subdue the Spanish attempts at piracy and trade monopolization, he not only had 
to combat the treachery of European naval powers, but to convince the reluctant 
Chinese to deal amicably with him and his country. Beautifully illustrated with 
contemporary prints, mans, and epilogued with short biographies of his crew. <A suitabie 
gift selection for readers interested in navigation, history and adventure. Captain 
Knight is the author of the Clipper series. (Publ.) 


Swayze, Fred St. Martin's Press 
FRONTENAC AND THE IROQUOIS $2.75 


Quebec in 1672 was a hotbed of unrest and potential violence. Threatened 
by the violent hostility of the Irocuois and by the colonial interest of the British, 
this was a region as dangerous as it was potentially rich. Into this tortuous area 
came the French Count Frontenac. His tools were his courage and his ingenuity, and 
meeting the Indian warriors with a valor anc courage commensurate with theirs, he 
subdued those elements which opposed French ruie, ana died, secure in the thought of 
a French Quebec. A vivid depiction of motives and means in the early history of 
North America, this book is of particular interest to Canadians and to those students 
who would see in perspective the total history of this continent. Illustrated by 
Huntley Brown. (Publ. ) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Barrett, William E. Doubieday 
THE EDGE OF THINGS $3.95 


Two novels and two novellas - fantasies reflecting the impact of flight on 
one creative mind. All good reading, these stories dwell on the gossamer side of 
flight, on the life perceived through the extra senses, onrebirth, on the dream 
world of a pilot on the edge of the jet age, etc. For those readers who would travel 
through space and time guided by the sure force of William Barrett's imagination, an 
enjoyable and original collection. Full report on p. 816. (1/7. LC:60-5913) 


Mercer, Charles Putnam 
ENOUGH GOOD MEN $4.95 


A story of Alex March, Philadelphia lawyer and patriot, who with a handful 
of others, stood firm through the pressures at home from a frivolous wife, a father- 
in-law who shifted with the winds of fortune; and in the cause of Liberty, seeming 
often destined for failure. While the high point of the story is the ordeal of Yalley 
Forge, it stems back to the desolate years leading up to 1776 - and goes beyond to 
the abortive Battle of Monmouth and the dreary period of waiting for the French who 
had promised aid. Full report on p. 822. (1/? LC:59-11443) 
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Winslow, Kathryn Dodd, Mea¢d 
ALASKA BOUND $4.95 


For those who look to the second newest state as a haven for travel and re- © 
creation, this collection of obscure and well known facts, of statistics and descriptions, 
serves as a stimulating guide. Anecdotal rather than how-to in tone, the text divides 
Alaska into regions, pointing out the vital facts of geograpny, topography, climate, 
scenic highlights, transportation, costs, etc. To be illustrated with photographs, 
drawings and maps, this book serves a dual purpose and can be read either as a guide or as 
an entertaining travelogue. F.R. p. 803. (11/9. 1C:59-14716) 


Chapman, John L. Harper 
q ATLAS: The Story of a Missile $4.00 


For students, seriously interested in rocketry and astronautics, this highly 
illustrated history of America's first intercontinental ballistics missile is 4 must. 
Told step by step, the conception and birth pangs of the multi-staged rocket, the Atlas, 
are lucidly explained so that anyone from a teen-ager to an octogenarian can follow the 
exciting events leading up to its 18,000 m.p.h. achievement. A meaningful document of 
man's growing victory over space. F.R. p. 805. (11/25. 10:59-1329L) 


Ginger, Ray- fd. Holt 
SPECTRUM: The World of Science $3.95 


A lucid text, Spectrum presents in clear form, basic ideas of modern science, 
as presented in Seaborg's Making New Building Blocks of Matter, Schaeffer's Animals With 
Double Lives, by Philip Siekevitz's Inside the Living Cell, Csivin's Round Trip For 
Space, Probability by Robbins, William James' The Stream of Consciousness, The Origin of 
Life by Erasmus Darwin, the anatomical drawings of Vesalius, etc. Diagrams, line drawings 
and photographs provide a visual dimension to this comprehensive and authoritative text. @ 


More than 100 illustrations. Full report on p. 838. (Publ.) 


Holbrook, Hal Ives Washburn 
MARK TWAIN TONIGHT! $3.95 


Here was a Broadway show that proved a sell-out for months and is now on the 
road, making the nation once more Mark Twain conscious. And the man who did the imper- 
sonation of Mark Twain, and who selected and prepared the extracts from Mark Twain's 
writings that provided the substance for the readings, is Hal Holbrook. In this he has 
told his own story:- fresh out of college and newly married, he and his bride barnstormed 
high school auditoriums and small towns of the mid-west with a show for two. Later, they 
came to New York, had night club spots, off Broadway readings, radio and TV shows- and all 
the time the Mark Twain material was being worked into what became last season's surprise 
success. The personal story of Hal Holbrook is one third of the text; the balance is the 
Mark Twain material, woven together into the unities that were drawn on for the Holbrook 
show. This is good theatre- as well as good Mark Twain. F.R. p. 806. (11/30) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN DATES, PRICES, TITLES 
Page 


598 (J-296) Rosenfield, B.- LET'S GO TO THE SUPREME COURT- from 9/15/59 to 1/29/60 (Putnam) 

598 (J-296) Sootin, L.- LET'S TO TO A CONCERT- from 9/15/59 to 1/29/60 (Putnam) 

763 (J-345) Thomas, H.- CHARLES STEINMETZ- from 11/?/59 to 1/8/60 (Putnam) 

812 (J-356) Green, I.- WILD LIFE IN DANGER- definite date 1/14/60 (Coward-McCann) 

813 (J-357) Baker, R. St. B.- KAMITI- definite date 1/15/60- definite price $3.50 (Duell) 

813 (J-357) Price, W.- WHALE ADVENTURE- definite date 1/14/60 (John Day) 

814 (J-358) Westervelt, V.V.- FINDING A CAREER IN A CHANGING WORLD. Note correct spelling 
author's name. Definite date 1/15/60 (Putnam) 

814 (J-358) Adler, I.- SEEING THE EARTH FROM SPACE- from 1/?/60 to 11/5/59 (John Day) 
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Davenport, Marcia Scribner 
THE CONSTANT IMAGE $3.95 


Two worlds - New York with an aura of restless rootlessness, in the round 
of brief marriages, quick divorces and remarriages which Harriet Piers accepted as 
the norm - and Milan, where affairs formed an undercurrent in the social give and 
take, but where marriages were made to last -- this is the portrait in contrast 
Marcia Davenport draws. But when Harriet seeks escape in a Milan winter, ina 
friend's flat, rented for the winter, she was looking forward to reestablished 
intimacy with Lydia Marchesi, married to an Italian, to music and gaiety and forget- b 
fulness of a brief, tasteless marriage. She wasn't bargaining on Carlo Dalverio, 
charmer, man-about-town, considered irresistible by a succession of women whom he 
had had briefly, knowing only that his marriage to Pina was founded on shared 
traditions, family approval, and a mating considered ideal. And then- quite without 
intent on either side, they fell profoundly, intoxicatingly in love. All Milan- of 
their shared circle- recognized it as different. Here is a "brief encounter"- set 
against a luxurious background, skillfully and sensitively recorded in flawless taste- 
but the passionate undertone, the acceptance of physical oneness, the discord of 
guilt, of the inevitability of but one end, all are here. Some will feel it is an 
amoral book; few will think it immoral, and the end, which might have been contrived 
is somehow right. Marcia Davenport writes well of this international, cosmopolitan 
world. (1C:60-6409) 


January 7 24 


Shaw, Irwin Random House Y 
TWO WEEKS IN ANOTHER TOWN $ 27 4.495 


This great sprawling novel might well have served as the cause celebre 
that inspired Marcia Davenport's strictures on American's shallowness, lack of 
stability, of standards, in The Constant Image. The two weeks of the title could not 
provide a sharper contrast to the subtle good manners of Harriet's Milan winter.... 
For here is John Andrus, solidly entrenched in a NATO job in Paris, with a French 
wife and two young children - pulled out of his rut by the plea of his one-time 
producer in Hollywood, Delaney, to come to his rescue for just two weeks in Rome. And 
then the arrival- the drunk on the hotel steps, the emotion of seeing himself in a 
picture revival, the knowledge that his job was to sub in his voice for a young and 
drunken actor who couldn't speak clearly, his dreams of death- and the fulfillment, 
the violent flare up of unexpected passion with the light-o'-love Italian, Veronica, 
and the attack on him by her lover, the crazy, gifted Bresach, Veronica's disappear- 
ance- and Bresach his responsibility. Then Delaney's illness- the chance to remake 
the picture Delaney was ruining- Holt, the oil magnate, and his dream of being the 
man behind the pictures, Bresach's chance with his gift recognized- and all this 
smashed by Clara, Delaney's fanatically possessive and jealous termagent of a wife. 
And at the ene - all passion spent- John Andrus turning back to his job, his home, 
his wife and children in Paris,- a bit drained, disillusioned, indifferent to another 
chance lost, sated - but again promising- this time Bresach- to be on call when needed. 
It is a lusty, obsessive, bitter and driving book- not easily forgotten. Another 
phase for Irwin Shaw- not his best, but again vibrant with life. (1C:60-5560) (Q) | 
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Fiction November 15, 1959 
And Two To Go--- 
A Joyce Cary, that is not in his customary track- CHARLEY IS MY DARLING (Harper)- which 


Should win an appreciative audience. And a Winston Graham with a proficient popular 
novel, THE TUMBLED HOUSE (Doubleday). 


PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
a of 


TE KS BBO . 
Jenyary 18 f\ 


Giles, Janice Holt 4) Houghton, Mifflin 
JOHNNY OSAGE + $3.50 


Johnny Fowler is kin tc /annah Fowler (1956) and the brother of Rebecca whose 
story was told in The Believers (1Y>/(), and whiie this third book is in no sense depend- 
ent on the earlier two it is affiliated in the sense that it is backed up solidly by one 
particular historical episode. In this case it is the Osage-Cherokee wars, and there 
are actual characters and incidents as well as Johnny Fowler, who runs a trading post 
and whose knowhow of the Indian country is as great as his sympathies for the Osage 
Indians; and Judith Lowell, a young missionary-teacher, who comes to one of their 
villages with the inexperienced, arbitrary Brother Chapman. During the course of 
events here, Major Bradford, trying to keep the peace without a properly manned fort, 
sends an old trapper, Nathaniel Pryor, to intercede with the intransigeant The Blade, 

a Cherokee. But The Blade makes his violent raid on an Osage village, murders and 
and mutilates their women and children, and it is Johnny- in spite of the fact that 
he may lose Judith in so doing- who avenges the atrocities committed and kills The 
Blade.... If Janice Holt Giles neglects her people for her period, she still tells a 
steady story, gives it a familiar slant, and is well within reach of her already 
established audience. (LC: 60-5149) 


January 19 


Epstein, Seymour Scribner 
PILLAR OF SALT $3.95 


A first novel introduces (beyond an earlier appearance in Short Story > 
writer of considerable sharpness, and it is in the telltale observations he has to 
bring on the particular background here, and the young man who- while in escaping 
from it- is never really free, that the book has its clearest definition. Sid koth 
has left the world of his childhood, the stuffed cabbage and overstuffed furniture of 
his mother's home in the Bronx, to marry Gaby (a German born refugee) and share with 
her a more tasteful existence- books- music- flowers. But while they "enjoy all the 
same things they see them differently"- so that what was once the stimulus of his 
attraction to her is now, after five years of marriage, a source of some bewilderment 
~ and ultimate pain. His parents, with their "futile nudging" try to make him leave his 
job in an advertising agency for his brother-in-law's business, more money and the 
family frame of reference. It is this decision which makes it only too clear that 
Gaby no longer loves him- that their worlds are too disparate- and that while the 
future holds little, there is also no point of return.... If Gaby, as she is to Sid, 
is perhaps the most elusive character here, there are some really remarkable set 
scenes and types from Gaby's mother's frayed, disorderly refugee household in Queens 
to Sid's mother in the Bronx, and her excesses of food, love and possession. And he 
has caught, with a devastating accuracy, not only the special inflections of these 
backgrounds but also the symptomatic attitudes of his characters- whether in compromise, 


default or defeat. It is an accomplished first novel, with a suggestion of autobiogrephy. 


a sense of disenchantment, and an air of unmistakable truth. Where the popular possi- 
bilities do not seem strong- the market to try for might be that of Philip Roth. 
(LC: 59-14372) 
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Barolini, Antonio Harper 
OUR LAST FAMILY COUNTESS $3.50 


Fourteen episodes, rather than short stories, frame the memories of an 
Italian from Vicenza whose recall is of family incidents, relatives, and personal 
involvements that go as far back as World War I and cover the distance to World War II 
and beyond with an American wife. The family montage - from the unrepentant coachman, 
the miner whose knowledge of the local rivers does not help him find his drowned son, 
Uncle vittorio's little trunk (it brings the babies), the arrosto (a barbecue of 
birds), the five spinsters, the family countess, Aunt Gegia's indigestion (and its 
cure - a broth of papal recipe} ties into his later life. His experiences during 
the last war carry a solitary note - his hiding out with a dressmaker and her daughter 
when he was on the prescribed list, his ingratitude to another host, the question of 
disappearing light bulbs. From the aura of a family's past to the near-present there 
is the continuum of life, the importance of an exchange of human contacts; and with 
the distortion, perhaps, of the years is also a side-visioned clarity that accents 
this recall. A pleasant to firm quality here. (LC: 60-5957) 


Cary, Joyce Harper 


CHARLEY IS MY DARLING \~ $3.75 


Charley is indeed a darling-- one of the most bewildered, enthusiastic, © 
inquiring, delightful, troublesome children ever jnvented to point out a sad tale. 
with a number of other boys, Charley is sent to the country from London slums during 
the war; he becomes an outcast when his head is shaved because of lice. Guilty of 
a "crime" he does not understand, he attempts to win back the respect of others in 
ways often marvellously funny. Few writers were better than Mr. Cary at describing 
the wary stalking, the sudden shifts of complete belief and allegiance among the young. 
But Charley's demon, his gift for story-telling, eventually leads him into real crime. 
And at all points where Charley most needs, and senses he needs, a different direc- 
tion, even the most well-meaning adults around him fail him miserably. The artist 
who could teach him how to control his remarkable talents declares pompously, to 
other adults- “Art cannot be taught"; even the sympathetic but shy young woman to 
whom he is given fails to understand Charley's mature love for the fourteen year old 
Liz which might have saved him and adds it to his guilts. Misunderstanding by mis- 
understanding, earnest, confused, he is led into the crime that finally sends him 
off to reform school. This is not a moral tract. It is an enormously tender, often 
hilarious, dialect piece of reality that leaves behind it many sorrowful questions. 


(LC: 59-13306) 


Howard, Elizabeth Jane Harper 


THE SEA CHANGE V $3.95 


A cosmopolitan, discreet and on the whole discerning novel centers around 
four people, moves from London to New York to an island in Greece, and permits each 
to record- in alternating sequences- a little of the past along with the present. 
Emmanuel Joyce, a well known playwright, indulged by the world as well as his rather 
self-centered inclinations, has almost exhausted experience; his latest secretary, 
Alberta, is childlike and as yet untouched; Lillian, his wife, is limited not only 
by the migratory life she must lead with Emmanuel, by a serious heart condition, but 
also by her withdrawal since the death of an only child; and Jimmy, Emmanuel's adopted 
protege and director, exists only in a subsidiary capacity- easing the way for both 
Emmanuel and Lillian. During the course of the weeks here, in which Emmanuel is 
interested in a new production of an old play, Alberta is at first unknowingly, and 
always unwittingly, the catalyst; Emmanuel falls in love- perhaps for the first time; 
Lillian, more threatened than ever before, sets aside her long perpetuated grief; and 
Jimmy finds an identity of his own... Elizabeth Howard, a pleasantly perceptive writer 
(The Beautiful Visit; The Long View) has created her characters with some care; she 
sometimes loses them in the fine detail which substitutes for sturdier, dramatic action 
and which the less patient reader will find attenuated, enervating. (LC: 60-5958) 
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January 20 


Pick, J. B. Little, Brown 
THE LAST VALLEY $3.50 


In the middle of the Thirty Years' War in Germany a young man known only as 
Vogel stumbles into a lush, fruitful valley, hidden from the marauding armies deep in 
the mountains. However, hard on his heels comes a troop of soldiers under the leader- 
ship of a ruthless but intelligent Captain. The major part of this short novel tells 
how Vogel, distrusted by villagers and soldiers both, plays one against the other to 
preserve the valley until both he and the Captain are killed in the end by blind Fate. 
Weighted down with symbolism and somewhat cloudy philosophy, slowed up by a rather 
thick and opaque narrative style, this novel does not prove as interesting as it 
might have been. (LC:60-5370) 


January 21 


Cobb, Mary Doubleday 
TOP DOG $3.95 


The dog show world has more than its share of involvements if one can credit 
this lurid story of Jessica Dabney, who dominates the dog world of Atlanta, Georgia. 
Full of "charm", hard as "porcelain", and eager for power- as described by the author, 
Jessica runs not only her kennel of prize poodles, but an alcoholic husband, a son, 
Scott, married to Meg and living almost next door, a daughter Carol, “beige and cash- 
mere cool", who is having an affair with Mike, the Eurasian dog handler; and an il- 
legitimate son, Beck, who is a homosexual. The plot follows these messy threads 
through an elaborate party at Jessica's, where the conversation is chiefly concerned 
with worms, stud fees, bitches (canine and otherwise) and punctuated by a fight, a 
fainting, an assignation, and various minor power plays. Jessica gets her come- 
uppance the next day at the big show, when the judge she has bribed awards the "Best 
of Show", mistakenly, to a bitch Beck had entered on his own. Scott and Meg decide 
to move away. And Carol sticks to Mike, whom she has married. This vindictive 
ending is wholly appropriate to a book in which there is no single appealing char- 
acter, except, perhaps, Mike. Thoroughly unpleasant. (1C:60-5917) (Q) 


de Camp, L. Sprague Doubleday 
THE BRONZE GOD OF RHODES $4.50 


A well-known science fiction writer once again- as in his An Elephant for 
Aristotle - turns to his recent choice of classical history for a novel based on the 
siege of the island of Rhodes back in the Fourth Century BC. I, Chares, who tells his 
own story, returns as a young sculptor to his native city, is opposed by established 
artists, proves the value of the new method of bronze casting in a public contest, and 
gets the commission to build the colossus, which was to become one of the Seven Wonders 
of the World. And at that moment, the siege of Rhodes begins. Pages of sea battles 
involving the ancient vessels and war devices follow; this is exciting stuff, and as 
vivid in action as in explanation. Chares is sent on an embassy to the attacker, 
Demetrius, and then to Egypt, where he seeks stolen goods up the Nile to Memphis. 
He abducts the wife of the arch-thief and returns to Alexandria, where he meets 
Ptolemy and suggests the founding of the famous library. Later, he returns to Rhodes 
in time to assist in raising the siege, to build his Colossus, and to marry the girl 
next door. The skill with which a great deal of complex, technical and historical 
detail is woven into the story is astounding. There may be stylistic shades of his 
gift as a science-fiction writer, but what faults there may be are more than offset 
by the many virtues. Fun reading. (1C:59-12622) 
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Dougherty, Richard Doubleday 
A SUMMER WORLD $3. a 


Alex Flynn, 17, tells of the summer spent in "the Trough" a long established 
upper New York State community whose head is Charles Bonham and whose residents are 
partly permanent, partly vacationers. Kate, Bonham's daughter, comes home for the % 
first time from Europe and Alex gives her his heart while Kate's older brother, Edward, : 
finds in Evelyn the woman he wants for his wife, after she gets her divorce. Through 
a Fourth of July celebration, through various social events, Alex is Kate's shadow 
and his 18th birthday is marked by his failure with Kate when she offers herself to 
him. Her elopement and Bonham's unspoken but understood decision that Edward is not 
to marry Evelyn sets off a chain that ends in Edward's death which shatters the summer. 
A transparency of adolescence darkening into a more adult understanding, this creates 
a season of change and development in reasoning terms. (LC: 60-5923) 


Gordon, Richard Doubleday 
DOCTOR IN CLOVER $3 .50 


This doctor - in the series - is Gaston Grimsdyke whose heart is not in the 
profession but whose circumstances keep him there. With his cousin Miles scrubbing 
for a vacancy on the surgical consultant staff of St. Swithin's in London it is all 
to the good that Gaston heads for the hinterlands. But there the local medico and 
his wife provide too many women and Gaston imports a bit actress to impersonate a 
wife; the next jump gives Gaston a chance to save a wealthy man from death by a de- 
pendent heir and then to keep him alive when the exact terms of the will are known. 
With his patient married to the young nurse, Gaston is next offered a fling on the 
Continent and with an exile in Brazil and the success of the book he has written - 
Gaston gathers in the sheaves. With a bow to the master - Wodehouse - this flits 
flightily. (LC: 60-5941) 


Graham, Winston , | Doubleday 
THE TUMBLED HOUSE | 2% $4.50 


Neither a period nor a suspense drama, though there are elements of the 
latter, this is a proficient popular novel of a double-gauged story line. On the one 
hand, it involves the son, Don, and daughter, Bennie, of Sir John Marlowe, a noted 
barrister and philosopher who had died. Then Roger Shorn, otherwise known as Moon- 
raker, writes some defamatory articles suggesting that Sir John's best-selling book 
had been a plagiarism, and that there had been dubious factors behind his resignation. 
On the other hand, it concerns Bennie and her love for Shorn's son, Michael, - Michael 
who becomes involved in a jewel theft, is shot, and dies. When Shorn is brought to 
trial as Don Marlowe attempts to clear his father's name, this is achieved through 
the testimony of the until then unknown woman in Sir John's life and the revelation 
of the fatal illness which had led to his sudden retirement.... Easy to read- this 
should also reach an entertainment minded audience, partially established by his 
earlier, on the whole better, romantic dramas. (LC: 60-5928) 


Mason, Van Wyck Doubleday 
SECRET MISSION TO BANGKOK $3.95 


A new Colonel North adventure, as this famous Amy Intelligence officer is 
assigned the one-man guard job when a famous space scientist sets off for Bangkok, in 
pursuit of his errant child wife. The Army suspected this "kidnapping" was a ruse to 
get the scientist into enemy hands, so North had the dual function of protecting his 
man, and running down the facts regarding the missing wife. He didn't bargain for 
involvement in a dope running ring, three murders involving the members of a movie 
company on location, and the phony operations of the owner of the Imperial Hotel in 
which all the principals of the case are staying. Hazards aplenty, with the pre- 
dictable outcome. (LC: 60-5938) al 
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January 21 


Vaughan, Carter A. Doubleday 
THE YANKEE BRIG $3.95 


Set in pre-revolutionary Boston, this is the story of Captain Isaiah Hazlitt 
and his love for two women: Ann Parsons, the daughter of an English Lord, and Ellen 
Amory, @ preacher's child. When Isaiah's brig is sunk by the French his relationship 
with Ann is threatened, it's her father, the affluent Lord Henry, who owned the ship. 
And although Ann willingly succumbs to Isaiah's sexual overtures, she supports his 
rival, the sadistic English Colonel Knowles, in frustrating his attempts to receive 
another command. Ann's avarice gradually becomes apparent to Isaiah, and when he 
escapes British internment, he goes with a full heart to Ellen, intent on devoting 
himself to her and the subdual of British oppression over the Colonies. A singularly 
mechanical plot, datted with twentieth century cocktail party diction, in which neither 
character nor situation ever depart from the plastic atmosphere in which the author 
has awkwardly encased them. (LC: 60-5949) 


Doliner, Roy Scribner 
YOUNG MAN WILLING $3.50 


A first novel deals partly with the theater, partly with the currently "cool" 
generation, and partly with some of their elders against whose lives the coolness be- 
comes slightly damp. Ben Horne, with an aggressive father and a near-hero uncle, is 
not sure of Maggi Clair, a young actress who thinks marriage will erase the problems 
of her loving life. Maggi's new play comes alive with the director Bubber getting 
the performances he wants from her, from Tony Amato, but not from Maggi's switch from 
Ben to Tony and then to another of the cast. Ben discovers in Martha, the producer's 
assistant, a contrast and a haven from Maggi, so that with the New Haven and New York 
openings a smash for Maggi he can eliminate her - for Martha, leaving Maggi with only 
a fame and a procession of stale love affairs as a future. Bugged, not beat, people 
do not convince in their tired dissonances. (LC: 60-5620) (Q) 


January 26 


Hadfield, John Little, Brown 
LOVE ON A BRANCH LINE $4. .00 


A fanciful bit centers around Jasper Pye, deep in Civil Servitude, ready to 
bolt when a chance for a new assignment - investigating "Output Statistics" which has 
been forgotten since 1940, takes him to the Earl of Flamborough's estate. There the 
private railway, the crippled peer and his gardening wife, and his out-down-and-forth- 
right daughters quite devastate Jasper while the life of the Ministry's staff entrances 
him. Arcady- and its greenswards, its moats and castles, its family feuds and alliances, 
and the uncluttered, open, freedom of sex, drink, talk and action - is just that for 
Jasper who learns to take embarrassing moments with a leap and whose decision - whtn 
the project is closed down - is to depart from this small stay in paradise with a less 
flamboyant female than those he has sampled. A fete, the trains, cricket, and the 
comedy of a proper, stuffy - and unhappy-conformist experiencing uninhibited and off- 
bounds enjoyments, is a larky and moonbeam relaxation. Especially for fanciers of 
British imports but there's happy talk for a transatlantic audience too. (LC: 60-5859) 


a aon 


~ 


Burrough, Loretta Houghton, Mifflin 
SISTER CLARE $3.50 


This brief, simple and one-dimensional novel relates the story of a young 
woman's life as a cloistered Carmelite nun. If this same book had been written in a 
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more eloquent manner it would be not only dull but insufferably pretentious. The one 
virtue then - if it can be called that - of this novel is its artlessness. Which is 
almost the same thing as saying that the novel is bad but not as bad as it could be. 
The beginning of the story is familiar: A young girl, 16 year old Jean, enters the 
Decalced Carmelite against the wishes of her parents who are convinced that she is 
throwing her life away. Jean is overawed by the solemnity of the monastery and by 
the seemingly faultless deportment of the nuns but her determination to be a Carmel- 
ite remains unswayed. She endures trials during her time as a postulant and novice - 
which are traced to her fault of pride, but she is finally professed and takes the 
name of Sister Clare of the Divine Wisdom. Sixteen years later Sister Clare is 

made novice-mistress but she loses her post - again due to pride. So the story 

ends when Sister Clare, who at 48, had been a nun for 32 years, has recently been 
elected Prioress of her convent. Finally, it seems as though the book is more 
closely related to a highly annotated case history than to a novel. (1C:60-5218) 


Murder in the Ascendant- Western-Minority of One 


January 11 


Anderson, Poul Macmilian 
MURDER IN BLACK LETTER $3.50 


Report repeated from the March 15th bulletin, when scheduled for 1959 pub- 
lication, as follows: "Robert Kintyre was a complete amateur in this sleuthing busi- 
ness but the judo he had learned under private detective Yamamura's tutelage stood 
him in good stead when he became involved in seeking the solution in a brutal mur- 
der of a young professor associate, Bruce Lombardi, a gifted Italian-American. 
Kintyre's own past rose to haunt him, now blocking, now aiding him in tracing down 
an intricate mesh of clues. Bruce's innocence in an international gangster-black 
market affair came from the naive release of too much information, and led to 
violence, two murders, a kidnapping and the delayed solution. The setting- San 
Francisco's Bay area." (LC:59-5690) | 

f ’ 

January 20 v 
Shannon, Dell Harper 
CASE PENDING $2.95 


This is a first appearance for Lt. Mendoza whose Mexican heritage is center 
front in a three way case, the senseless killing of Teresa Ramirez, the blackmailing 
for a black market adoption, and the oppressive guilt of young Martin Lindstrom. 
Mendoza connects Teresa's death with that of Carol Brooks' earlier, keeps in mind 
a lunatic touch, and, with the two other lines, effects a quick finale. California 
and competent. (LC:60-5960) 


January 21 


Ransome, Stephen Doubleday 
WARNING BELL $2.95 


Glibly plotted and with a somewhat unusual theme, this makes for good 
reading which in retrospect seems hardly credible. Brad and Gray Summers were 
brothers, but Gray was living near Doylestown, Brad in Florida, when news reached 
Brad that Gray had been killed in a motor accident. The circumstances were not 
too savory- and Brad's whole effort went into unraveling the mystery. That in the 
process he also solved a major problem which was undercutting the town's basic 
values brought a fast moving, many-angled story to a satisfactory conclusion. 


(LC :60-5952) 
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January 21 


Thompson, Thomas Doubleday @ 
BITTER WATER $2.95 


1886, the Texas Panhandle in a killing drought and embattled ranchers and new 
settlers confront Swenson O'Brien, a windmill drummer. Selling his product he sells him- 
self to the fight for the newcomers against the old diehards, precipitates a murder, and 
wins over old Tangerman to the communal value of pumped water. That he gets the girl is 
expected - but the way it happens is not. A new angle. (LC:60-5936) 


Truss, Seldon Doubleday 
ONE MAN'S ENEMIES $2.95 


Mr. Horace, crime reporter of the Daily Snapshot, is first suspected of the 
killing of his uncle from whom he inherits the pub, Sheet Anchor, and then becomes the 
focus of strange doings there. Felicia Bax, the vicar's daughter, is as avid a sleuth 
as Mr. Horace and is his constant companion through more killings, the search for the 
uncle's secret and the final clean up of the gang and the gems. British bulldogging. 


(LC :60-5947 ) 
“at | 
J —_—- 
wae ol 4 


Hunt, Kyle Random House 
TO KILL A KILLER 4 4 qo $7? 


Belle Taylor realizes that her brother Dave is ready to kill the woman whose 
evidence sent his wife to jail - and her death. Belle's attempts to stop him are fumbling 
and Dave kills her. Trying to keep the Grenfells from the cottage he plans to sell his 
prey - the Jamesons- his murder trap for the Grenfells catches their friends but it is @ 


through the Grenfells that the Jamesons are saved. A Sussex setting for the suspense 
created by a psychopath and his victims. (1LC:60-5526) 


N QO N r ee ae gy 
MUST BOOKS 


January 20 


Moorehead, Alan Harper 
NO ROOM IN THE ARK $5.50 


* A fascination for- and appreciation of the "miles and miles of bloody Africa" 
and the most untouched terrain of this country sharpen these pieces which are based on 
four journeys taken through Southern and Eastern Africa. And it is a genuine feeling for 
the character of the continent, its immensity, its emptiness, its vague sense of menace, 
its most truly primitive tribes and the superb spectacles of wild animals in their natural 
surroundings which is self evident here. The gentle giraffe, the gorilla "a most forgiving 
ape”, the impala and the hyrax, the elephant with his "air of quiet inevitability", the 
torpid hippopotami, the maribou, wild dogs and buffalos all cross the pages here; there is 
regret at man's waste of the animal kingdom- and recrimination against the “poisoned arrow"; 
there are vivid sketches of little known native tribes, of the changing landscape down 
the course of the Nile, back of beyond to the isolated salt Lake Rudolf, to various re- 
servations and sanctuaries..... Some of these pieces appeared in somewhat different form 
in the New Yorker and they have an expected ease along with a fastidious eye for visual 
detail. Selection by the Book of the Month Club will perhaps widen the appeal, deserved 
to be sure, for an audience which may seem a little difficult to isolate over and above @ 
the recognition value of the author's name. (LC:59-6315) 











November 15, 1959 Non-Fiction -  =_851- 
Floods in January- Few High Water. Marks 


Regional but beguiling, THE WORLD BENEATH THE CITY by Robert Daley (Lippincott); 
sure of a respectful press- but a somewhat lukewarm audience- RONALD KNOX by Evelyn 
Waugh (Little, Brown). It has two important names, but the manner does not dominate 
the matter. Two books of political importance:~ THE INVISIBLE PRESIDENCY by Louis 


W. Koenig (Rinehart), and Joseph F. Dineen's THE KENNEDY FAMILY (Little, Brown). 
See following pages for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-Fiction 


January 4 


Marsh, Moreton Lippincott 
THE EASY EXPERT IN COLLECTING AND RESTORING AMERICAN ANTIQUES $6.95 


(Report repeated from P. 716 of the September 15 bulletin when scheduled 
for earlier publication.) "'Easy?' One questions that after reading this explicit 
and knowledgeable book on the ‘how-to' of collecting and restoring antiques. But 
certainly Mr. Marsh makes it all understandable and practical. He starts with that 
important definition of what is antique. He goes on to where and how to buy, and 
discusses auctions, junk shops, picking up chance finds, and identifying fakes. 
Then follows a brief and to the point descriptive section on successive periods of 
American furniture, the identification of imports, the relative values - and, 
briefly, wooden ware. What are the evidences of age and authenticity? Here - and 
to the end of the book - it is a book to own and study, not simply to consult at 
the public library. Tools and materials, steps of restoration, hardware, the removal 
of old paints and varnishes, the putting on of new finishes- all this is handled in 
exact, step-by-step procedure, for the practical man - or woman. But it is none of 
it ‘easy’. A bibliography, a list of sources of supplies, expands the practical 
value. Illustrated with 155 line cuts and photographs, which enhance the value of 
the text. (LC:59-13079)" / 


7) 
January > 


Taylor, General Maxwell D. : Harper 
THE UNCERTAIN TRUMPET $4.00 


The initial feeling of security given by the atom bomb to United States 
military personnel has turned in the minds of many to a wracking anxiety. Among the 
most articulate and informed of the apprehensive is General Maxwell D. Taylor, who 
between 1955 and 1959 served in the capacity of Chief of Staff of the United States 
Army. His contention that the use of the atom is now accessible to Russia as well 
as the United States and, therefore, no longer is an advantage, that in order to 
avert the use of the bomb--a weapon suitable for mass warfare--we must prepare for 
non-atomic warfare on a limited scale, and his comments that our government refuses 
to learn from post-war military history to alot a budget for the preparation of non- 
atomic combat is delivered in a manner which is no less urgent than it is objective. 
General Taylor presents his concept of an adequate military budget, imploring that 
the confusion resultant from lack of coordination between the Bureau of the Chiefs 
of Staff and the Department of Defense be eliminated. In his eloquent plea for a 
mobile military force, he manifests a high level of technical and analytical aware- 
ness, speaking clearly and vigorously to all those whose primary concern is the 
protection of this country from aggression, and the averting, if possible, of a 
universally destructive atomic encounter. 


Bakeless, John Lippincott 
_TURNCOATS, TRAITORS AND HEROES $6.50 


(Report repeated from P. 582 of the August 1 bulletin when scheduled for 
earlier publication.) "In this readable book the author of many other historical 
studies (two books on Christopher Marlowe; Lewis & Clark, Partners in Discovery; 
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Background to Glory, etc.) writes of spies, both British and American, in the War of 
Independence, of plots and counterplots, narrow escapes, failures and successes. His 
sources, largely based on the papers of Sir Henry Clinton of the British Army, show that r 
many respected Americans spied for the British: Dr. Benjamin Church of Boston, Director 
of Hospitals for the Continental Army, who for years was General Gage's secret agent; 
Major Thompson of the New Hampshire Militia; the illiterate Ann Bates, ‘the most success- 
ful female spy in history'; Benedict Arnold and his wife who were discovered, and others, 
undiscovered, who worked under Major Andre, the British Director of Espionage - - and many 
more. On the American side spies until late in the war were often inefficient and badly 
briefed, like Nathan Hale, so poorly equipped for his job that capture was inevitable, or 
Paul Revere's 'gang' who seem often to have duplicated each other's efforts. Others were 
highly successful, the ‘'super-spy' Enoch Crosby, the Quakeress, Lydia Darragh, etc. Some- 
times repetitious but containing much previously unpublished material, this bcok on a 
somewhat unknown part of the American Revolution should appeal to addicts of spy stories 
and students of historical espionage. Footnotes are suppiied in an end chapter; there are 
acknowledgments preceding the book itself; there is an index. It shouid find a piace in 
public and historical libraries and shouid form a good supplement for courses in American 
history. (1C:59-5406)" 


January 6 


Daley, Robert Lippinectt 
THE WORLD BENEATH THE CITY $3.95 


* (Report repeated from P. 627 of the August i5 bulietin when scheduled for 
earlier publication.) "Originally titied Men, Mains and Alligators, this book is an 
absolutely fascinating account of the history and topography of the vast regions under 
the streets of New York. Those who know New York cannot fail to be interested, often 
moved, by the histories of the first sewage system, founded by Aaron Burr as an instru- © 


ment to attain nefarious ends, and out of which eventually grew the Chase Manhattan Bank; 
of the building of the Croton aqueduct; of the first subways, and how and why they were 
so iong blocked by Tammany Hall. Even those who don't know New York may come to feel 
that they do after reading The World Beneath The City. Much of this material first ap- 
peared in the New Yorker, and, as usual with that magazine, the research is impeccable 
and the erudition handied with the lightest of touches. There is plenty here both to 
amuse and bemuse anybody. (1C:59-13081)" 


January 7 


Bendix, Reinhard Doubleday 
MAX WEBER $5.75 


Max Weber's most famous and most controversial work was The Protestant Ethic 
and the Spirit of Capitalism, published in 1904 and 1905. In that book he traced the 
influence of religious ideas upon the conduct of men and challenged the Marxist thesis 
that man's consciousness is determined by his social class. This study of the German 
political economist by Professor Bendix of the University of California is an exposition 
of Weber's theories of political sociology and the sociology of religion. Part One: 
German Society and the Protestant Ethic deals with Weber's studies of farm laborers in 
eastern Germany and of the stock exchange along with Weber's exploration of how certain 
types of Protestantism came to favor the rational pursuit of economic gain. Part Two: 
Soctety, Religion and Secular Ethic: A Comparative Study of Civilizations deals with Weber's 
work on the sociology of religion discussing Weber's studies of China, India end ancient 
Judaism. Part Three: Domination, Organization and Legitimacy: Max Weber's Political 
Sociology is an examination of Weber's concept of domination together with his sociolcgy of 
jaw and his political writings. Although the book is obviously written for the student of 
economics and sociology and the serious reader the author's style is clear, free of the 
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ponderousness which his subject matter might produce. There is a brief outline of 
Weber's teaching and scholarly career and bibliographical notes on Weber's writing. 


(LC :60-5953) 


January 8 


Slade, Madeleine Coward-McCann 
THE SPIRIT'S PILGRIMAGE $5.00 


A strange pilgrimage this from the sheltered life as a daughter of a high- 
ranking British naval officer, privileged socially and economically - to the 
deliberate poverty, austerity and self abnegation as a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi. 
For twenty-five years she served him, now acting as his secretary, his aide; now 
serving sentence in jail; traveling with him - to England, to America, seeking 
India's freedom and the right to carry on his work among the millions unhampered. 
Hardest of all for her were the years when she was separated from him- by illness 
sometimes, by his direction, lest she grow to need his bodily presence too much. 
And in those years and the ten since his death, she has carried on in practical 
measure, with her work for the villages, with her cattle experimentation in the 
Himalayas, and with periods of silence and contemplation, seeking the spirit's 
goal. In some of the book one feels a faint suggestion of the dedication, the oc- 
casionai rebellion, the discipline, of The Nun's Story. But without the warmth 
and humor and sense of people. Here she travels a lonely road; people rarely 
emerge as individuals, including herself. But the spark is there when she writes 
of Gandhi, and she throws a different light on his personality, while contributing 
almost nothing of illumination on his teachings. But it is among the Gandhi 
admirers that the chief market for this. book will be found. (LC:59-11030) 


January 11 


Frankel, Charles George Braziller 
GOLDEN AGE OF AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY $7.50 


More than an anthology, yet something less than a history, this selection 
of the writings of American philosophers provides an excellent picture of the growth 
and change in our thought between the Civil War and World War II. The author 
begins with a long introduction, discussing the development of pragmatism and modern 
political liberalism during that time. He shows too how American philosophers 
wrestled with mechanistic science to form new and positive social ideas. Then he 
allows the writers---Wright, Peirce, James, Royce, Santayana, Dewey, Perry, Lewis, 
and Cohen---to speak for themselves. Excerpts from Santayana's Life of Reason or 
James' Varieties of Religious Experience, for instance, give succinct insights into 
these philosophers' thoughts. Biographical material is provided on each. The total 
effect is highly satisfactory. Although a difficult collection to assimilate 
quickly, this is one to provide more than surface knowledge of a vital American age. 
(LC:60-5612 ) 


January 14 


Granick, David Doubleday 
THE RED EXECUTIVE $4.50 


An uncomplicated, balanced report on the management problems and life of 
business executives in Russia examines their education, standards of living, rela- 
tionships with the Communist bureaucracy and the trade union, operating techniques 
and production problems. Freed from the major problems of product design, marketing, 
distribution and financing, and with the tools, plant and labor assigned him and 
specified amounts of materials on requisition, the manager - sharing divided au- 
thority with the "party" secretary, is held responsible for production quota, per 
period, of specific design and quality. With all this, it is of interest to observe 
the Russian manager facing many of the same daily issues and tensions as his American 
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counterpart and responding, for the most part, in much the same fashion. Of specific 
importance to business schools and graduate management programs, this will also attract 
all those alert to management questions. (1C:60-5929) 


January 15 


Mirrielees, Edith R. Putnam 
STANFORD: Zhe Story of a University $4.50 


Academic in both style and subject-matter, this history of one of America's 
most colorful private universities, Stanford, at Palo Alto, Calif., unfortunately misses 
much of the flavor of this unique institution. Heavily endowed by one of this country's 
most fabulous railroad millionaires, Leland Stanford, and his wife, in memory of their 
only son, Leland Stanford, Jr., who died at the age of 15, Stanford University first 
opened its doors in 1891. Beautiful in design and setting, blessed by its faculty and 
presidents such as David Starr Jordan, from its first years the University has emphasized 
independence of thought in both faculty and students, and the highest standards of ins- 
truction, scholarship and research. It has survived earthquakes, two wars, the depres- 
sion, and problems of post-war expansion and burgeoning classes, all here duly recorded, 
but one misses mention of the foibles of Mrs. Leland Stanford, who for years after her 
husband's death reigned over the University, not always to its delight. Of necessarily 
limited scope, hampered by a pedestrian style and a surprising lack of dates, this heavily- 
written book will hold a greater appeal to students and historians of America's academic 
development than to Stanford undergraduates, but it should prove a useful book of reference 
for Stanford faculty and alumni. Illustrated. (1LC:59-13788) 


Kennedy, Margaret Viking 
THE OUTLAWS ON PARNASSUS $3.00 r 


An unusual critical approach to the realm of novel writing, which depends for 
reader interest on what is, unfortunately, a more dependable English background on the 
novelists of a century ago than Americans as a rule can provide. In her general comments, 
challenges and strictures, she presents some sound bases for appraisal, gives indication 
of her own defense of the importance of a good story and takes issues, specifically with 
E.M. Forster, for his deriding of plot as essential. But then she approaches the minute 
analysis of facets of novel writing:-narrative forms, stock characters, creative impulse, 
writing for money, naturalism, the Proustian stance, description of a character's ap- 
pearance, habits of faking, didacticism, etc. To illustrate her points she assumes- on 
the part of her readers- familiarity with writers from Homer to Angus Wilson, but the 
main focus is.on the Victorian and Edwardian writers,- Dickens, Trollope, Thackeray, 
Scott, Richardson, Smollett, Jane Austen, the Brontes, and many less familiar names. Her 
references are offhand- a name, a scene, a phrase, which she is sure will be recognized 
and placed in context. But despite this limitation- for the average reader- the book is 
lively, provocative, original. (LC:60-5838) 


January 18 


Munro, Sir Leslie Holt 
THE UNITED NATIONS: Hope fora Divided World $3.50 


Sir Leslie Munro, New Zealand's representative at the United Nations, has 
played a noted part in this organization since its inception. He has written this book 
for the general public, so that the latter may acquaint itself better with the workings 
and objectives of the U.N. He points out quite significantly that the United Nations 
is only an instrument of its members and that many of the members have different ideas 
as to what the objectives of the organization should be. Of course, they have all 
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subscribed to the same charter and are ostensibly in agreement as to basic princi- 
ples. But, in practice, this has not been so apparent. Witness the wars of words 
that have been waged in the halls of the organization since its beginning. Some- 
times these verbal battles have been vocal extensions of shooting wars being waged 
between member nations on the other side of the globe. Nevertheless, Sir Leslie 
sees hope in the United Nations and he gives good reasons why. The book is full 
of interesting intimate glimpses of the men who run the U.N. His closeup of the 
Russian diplomats is perhaps the most fascinating part of the book. There are 
chapters covering virtually every aspect of the United Nations' machinery, its 
successes and failures, and its limits and potentialities for the future. (LC:60- 


5819) 
January 18 


Atherton, James S. Viking 
THE BOOKS AT THE WAKE $5.00 
A Study of Literary Allusions in "Finnegan's Wake" 


In the mass of exegesis on that puzzling work, Finnegan's Wake, by James 
Joyce, this little volume ranks high for clarity and insight. Atherton, a British 
schoolmaster, and an authority on Joyce, has chosen to approach it through its many, 
almost infinite literary allusions and quotations. The “structural books" on which 
Finnegan's Wake is based include Vico, Freud, Jung, Prince and others. On these he 
bases his grand design of eternal recurrence of historical cycles, of the power of 
the subconscious, especially of the dreaming mind. But Joyce also intended his 
work to be a resume of the history of Everyman, a history of the world, a history 
of Ireland and of Dublin, a fusing of world religions and languages. Into it- 
during seventeen years- he poured his huge erudition and deep, though perhaps limited, 
insight. Atherton lists no less than 47 pages of authors and sources quoted or 
alluded to in The Wake. Far from adding up to a dull work of pedantry, this is an 
illuminating clarification of the general purpose and the fine detail of the immense 
poem of sleep and endless crossword puzzles which constitutes the whole. One reads 
it with profound admiration of the general philosophical plan, as well as a more 
patient approach to the obscurities. <A goldmine for Joyce lovers. 


January 19 


Lynn, Kenneth S. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
MARK TWAIN AND SOUTHWESTERN HUMOR $5.00 


Stating that it is his belief that Mark Twain was a "conscious and deli- 
berate creator" and that one of the purposes of this book is to treat him as such 
instead of the "know-nothing” many believed him to be, the author of this critical 
treatise explores at length the development of "southwestern" American humor and 
its relation to Mark Twain's literary and political development. The “southwestern” 
humorists originated in Virginia in the 1700's with such writers as William Byrd II 
(The Dividing Line) and others; in the 19th century frontier authors used frontier 
and plantation dialect and tall tales for humorous and political effect, creating 
myths such as "the mighty hunters" and "the Happy Darky"; to these now forgotten 
writers the author traces the humorous background of many of Mark Twain's early 
books: The Jumping Frog, Roughing It, Innocents Abroad, etc. He believes that from 
them Mark Twain also derived the moral beliefs underlying The Gilded Age and 
Huckleberry Finn, and much of his own conservatism. Critical comments on great 
humorists are seldom easy reading and this book is no exception; it should, however, 
be of value to students and historians of early American humor and of Mark Twain's 
writings. Ordinary readers may prefer the man himself to this scholarly analysis 
of what makes him tick. (LC:60-5371) 
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Caulfield, Genevieve Harper 
THE KINGDOM WITHIN $4.00 ] 


Despite its title, this autobiography of a woman accidentally blinded in infancy 
has little to say about the inner life and/or the adjustments of the handicapped. The 
author, apparently, never had time to worry about herself. From the moment she was old 
enough to trot around the classrooms of her brother's school, or to be sent away to one 
of the then special schools for the blind, Genevieve Caulfield absorbed learning wherever 
it appeared. At seventeen she decided to go to Japan to teach the blind. After ten years 
of gruelling study, she embarked on a career that began as she taught English to the 
captain and crew of the Japanese ship on which she sailed. In Tokyo, she acquires stud- 
ents, including the local police, survives the great earthquake, adopts a Japanese daughter, 
Hurako, and after many years, leaves Japan because of the imminent war, to establish a 
school for the blind in Thailand. After many difficulties, the school becomes a reality. 

It survives floods, Japanese occupation, assorted bombings. Hurako dies in childbirth, 
leaving twins for her foster mother to raise, and a husband, who eventually marries a 
Siamese princess. The entire entourage eventually returns to Japan with the help of 
General MacArthur. Miss Caulfield, as the book closes, is off again to Vietnam to start 
another school. The only real comment she ever makes on her ‘handicap' is the rather 
paradoxical one, that perhaps God took away her eyesight to divert her from the quiet 

world of scholarship into the world of action. Another panel in the shelf of blind achieve- 
ment. (LC:59-13279) 


Maddux, Rachel Harper 
ABEL'S DAUGHTER $3.50 


This is an extraordinary small book - a perceptive insight into the peripheral 
aspects of race relations. Molly Demarest and her husband, Ted, a lieutenant- and like ® 


his wife- a Northerner, move briefly during the war to a small Southern town, and become 
close friends of a remarkable colored family, consisting of Abel Loftis, his daughter 
Serena, and her son, Joey. Molly, a brisk, understanding woman with a dry sense of humor, 
cannot resist mixing a little crusading with her friendship, which helps splendidly, on 
the whole, when it is concerned with sharing with the Loftis' what she knows. But when 
Molly tries to rescue the Negro, Benedict, from jail, or spends a day with a charming 
Southern aristocrat and his wife, the queerer minor extensions of race prejudice plunge 
her into a world as mad as Alice in Wonderland. In the end it is Serena, whom Molly has 
befriended and helped through a difficult operation, who explains how Molly, in turn, has 
been protected, and why. It is an astonishing denouement. But then, this is a book full 
of surprises, both in the scenes and dialogue, and in the writing itself, which is so 
precise and unexpected in all its images and outcomes that it is sheer pleasure to read 
whatever the author is saying. Serena's beautiful letters to Molly, over the nine years 


that follow, end the book. (1LC:60-5959) F 


Nourse, Alan E., MD / Harper 
SO YOU WANT TO BE A SCIENTIST $3.00 


This- along with its predecessors in the series (So You Want to be a Lawyer- 
1959 and So You Want to be a Doctor- 1958) actually belong in the Young Adults section, 
but can be placed here as books for Adult Education. Basically, they are addressed to 
post High School students, entering college and considering specific goals professionally. 
While the first two volumes were specifically directed to the defined professions, this 
one covers a wider range of science:- the biological sciences, the physical sciences, 
the bridging sciences that close the gap between the other two (psychology and sociology, 
for instance). The life of the scientist and the work he does is presented through © 
thumbnail sketches of imaginary scientists, in different roles. It is the creative work 
of gathering information rather than the executive work of using that knowledge in which 
Dr. Nourse is interested. He discusses the central and basic factors, the training and 
education involved, the value of the four years of undergraduate training- along with 
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cultural courses, before going in for graduate work. He weighs the various levels - 
the importance of native ability, original thinking and drive, and the ultimate 
directions (academic, governmental or industrial). A useful book for orienting 

the thinking of those who want to be scientists. 


January 21 


Howard, Leon Doubleday 
LITERATURE AND THE AMERICAN TRADITION $3.50 


Written in response to an Eastern University's request that the American 
ethos be defined in terms of the seemingly incongruous elements of her literature, 
this text presents a meticulous and comprehensive survey of American literary 
progress. Divided into three sections--Puritan days, the nineteenth century, and 
modern trends--the author shows a consistent struggle between European values ab- 
sorbed through the education of the American literary elite and what is indigenous 
to the empirical life of the States, the struggle to implement Wordsworthian ro- 
manticism of nature into the scheme of rugged American outdoor life, the conflict 
between yielding to an established order and the gospel of individualism. If one 
were to look in a discussion of the crucial literary figures of America for consist- 
ency, one would experience vast confusion. This Leon Howard demonstrates in his 
fluent familiarity with the progress of our literature. But looking still more 
deeply he discerns a steady pulse of conviction, which he asserts, identifies the 
American tradition: ",..a belief in the creative power of the human spirit to endure 
and prevail and to exist in the meanest and queerest of individuals”. Indexed, 
this is an excellent reference book as well as a valuable companion to readings. 


(LC :60-5933) | 


Keaton, Buster with Samuels, Charles Doubleday 
MY WONDERFUL WORLD OF SLAPSTICK $4.50 


This easy-going autobiography of the film comedian Buster Keaton makes 
for very pleasant reading indeed. It begins with his childhood as a valued member 
of his father's vaudeville team, and ends with his present second career as a guest 
artist on TV. Keaton gives the greater proportion of the book over to an affectionate 
account of his youth and young manhood in vaudeville and in Hollywood in the early 
days, and all who have a fond remembrance of his silent comedies will relish his 
anecdotes about how they were filmed and the people who were doing the filming. It 
is a wholly unpretentious book, for Keaton has a refreshingly modest idea of his own 
importance. It is too bad that the publishers have not seen fit to provide us with 
some solid information in the way of filmography. After all, Buster Keaton is about 
the last of a vanishing breed and in his heyday an artist of real stature. 16 pages 
of halftones. (LC:60-5934) 


Levine, Irvine R. Doubleday ~~ 
TRAVEL GUIDE TO RUSSIA $h. a 


The opening of the Soviet to tourist trade is, according to the author, as 
potentially bewildering to the tourist as it can be fulfilling. In this thorough 
and unbiased guide which includes a compact summary of Russian history, Irvine Levine 
discusses the myriad questions which he believes are better considered before than 
during an excursion through Russia, stressing that it is imperative to arrange for 
accommodations in advance. Hotels--this includes a listing of the assets and defi- 
ciencies of some of the Kremlin's foremost establishments--restaurants, travel, 
museums, beaches, entertainment, monuments, what to buy and where, all the fragements 
which to a socially curious visitor can compose a dream, to the fun-directed tourist, 
a nightmare, are scrupulously elaborated upon here. An excellent aid to the prospect- 
ive traveller as well as a vivid substitute for the living room tourist, Travel 
Guide to Russia erects a thesis through its miscellaney of information asserting 
that to those who are motivated by curiosity, a trip to Russia will intrigue, while 
to those devotees of the Rivieras of the world, such a trip will be equivalent to a 
sojourn into horror. Maps. (LC:60-6890) 
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January 21 


Maury, Philippe . Doubleday © 
POLITICS AND EVANGELISM $2.95 


In this brisk, stimulating little book, a French Protestant attacks modern 
Christianity as being too stolid, unimaginative and essentially bourgeois to withstand 
the materialistic pressures of the Left. Considering religious disinvolvement as a 
dangerous luxury in our age, he urges Christians to engagement on the political level as 
a means of helping others and of keeping their faith alive. Specifically, he feels that 
Evangelization---the total missionary activity of the church---should include political 
activity while avoiding marriage of church and state. Nor does he encourage the 
"Christianization" of the world such as elements of the Roman Catholic church envision. 
Rather, he defines a new Christian leftist politics, with the individual carrying it 
personally into all fields of social organization. Well-timed, at a moment when morality 
in social affairs occupies so many educated readers. (LC:60-5939) 


Sperber, Manes Doubleday 
THE ACHILLES HEEL $3.95 


Manes Sperber, who is at once a serious scholar, a disappointed but not defeated 
liberal, and a sharply reasoning realist, may be remembered for his earlier novels which 
invited a by no means unfavorable comparison with the work of Arthur Koestler. The essays, 
while varied in their areas of inquiry- are at all times notable in their attempt to 
separate truths from the illusions, whether individual or collective, which persist and 
deceive and distort. Positions-— An Essay on the Left is a study of the defeat of liberalism 
in Europe since 1914 when the left became identified with power (Soviet imperialism). The 
Police Conception of History is an examination of political trials in general, the Sacco & 
Vanzetti and Rosenberg cases in particular, and a demonstration of how- in a police state- © 
treason is the tag for any form of opposition. ° 0n Hatred leads to a discussion of anti- 
semitism (which “has not been disarmed"); there is an interesting evaluation of Freud's 
life and search for a mechanical physiology of neurosis and almost fortuituous success; of 

“Lawrence of Arabia- "the monk without a faith" who died unreconciled with himself; and a 
final perspective of aesthetics in relation to public tastes and private needs..... Sperber, 
a thoughtful writer, is also a demanding one- with an impressive range of political, his- 
torical, religious and literary background at his disposition. 


Wheeler, Beth Doubleday 
HOW TO HELP YOUR HUSBAND RELAX $3.95 


With the American male succumbing to fatal illness on the average of six years 
before his wife, the question of providing him with relaxation becomes one of imperative 
concern. Written in a flippant style, brimming with forced familiarity, this book is a 
long way from providing the basic answers. What it does do is provide certain "gimmicks" 
which may be effective, given an essentially sound relationship. The American wife is 
warned not to put her desire for a mink coat before her desire for her husband's well-being. 
She is chastened to "respect" her husband, the implication being that respect is something 
one puts on with one's gloves and hat. She is cautioned against encouraging him to tinker 
with electricity when he is soaked to the skin. And she is clued that a little drink with 
her before dinner is better than a fifth with the boys, and has, in any case, the tendency 
to relax the overwrought provider. It would be difficult to take exception to Beth 
Wheeler's clues but one suspects that any wife who could stomach the childish vulgarity 
of tone, and who is not already familiar with the obvious truths above asserted,needs more 
radical guidance than Beth Wheeler is equipped to provide. A postscript to this review 
might mention that to the woman who is just a little weary of the domestic idyll, this book 
is brim full of inferences on how to relieve oneself of a superfluous husband. (1C:60-5950) 
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Magnuson, Paul Little, Brown 

RING THE NIGHT BELL $5.00 


A lively, combative autobiography of a doctor follows its author from his 
Minnesota youth and early concern with medicine through his active years of school 
and interneship in Chicago, his long courtship of "Alice" and his energetic efforts 
to provide a home for her. The stockyards were the answer where railroads were 
whipped in line to Dr. Magnuson's way of doing things-as was the Army in World War I 
when he bypassed "channels" to Get Things Done for the homecoming wounded. Back to 
his great interest - the curative possibilities-or surgery-for bone and joint dis- 
orders - and further battles to be fought in hospital and teaching areas; the chal- 
lenging cases he encountered along with the personalities that crossed him in his 
efforts to get the best for his patients; his newsmaking activities in World War II 
in the Veterans Administration when he insisted on taking the medical out of Civil 
Service red tape; his recent project of a rehabilitation center - this and more 
make up a full professional life for a tough fibered Swede. For those who follow 
every phase of the medical profession this will prove a booster shot while members 
of public health and VA will find much material in their special areas. The exu- 
berance of it throughout should appeal to everyone. (1LC:60-6031) 


Newman, Joseph S. ly al World 
VERSE YET! $3.50 


A bulky - but light - collection of poems in praise of, "fur and agin", 
about him and her - and me, on foul play, everything, and on poetry itself, displays 
a nimbleness of wit as well as of versification and an impertinent view of present 
matters. Conformity, roadside advertisements, politics, reading problems, inven- 
tions and modern manifestations of questionable progress, etc., are some of the 
targets and there are commentaries on insects and animals, the bomb and current art; 
there are puns and puns and agile word play; there's a section of Father Goose and 
another which puts the dictionary through its paces in rhyme. Energetic,rather than 
wae exercises, these take - and make - their fun where they find it. (LC:59- 
1573 . 


January 25 


Reik, Theodor Braziller 
THE CREATION OF WOMAN $3.75 


..+-is an intriguing work in “archeological psycho-analysis” wherein this 
world renowned psychoanalist and writer seeks to reconstruct the prehistory of Adam 
and Eve's creation as it appears in Genesis, Making use of psychoanalytic theory, 
theological sources, and anthropological comparisons and analogies, Reik, in short 
loosely woven chapters, describes Eve's creation saga as a distorted and displaced 
version of an original Semitic initiation ceremony, which itself was an essential 
part in the developing mythology of Adam. He considers Adam in the Creation story 
a much manipulated symbol of the primeval hero who originally represented the origin 
of Man, born from the Earth-mother. Thus he relates most of the aspects of the 
Genesis narrative: Adam's deep sleep, the "operation", the rib, marriage to Eve, to 
primitive rites where rebirth, reversal of the sex roles, and loss of virginity are 
important parts of a puberty ritual. This volume is the last of a trilogy--Myth And 
Guilt (1957) and Mystery on the Mountain (1959)--in which the author attempts to 
uncover the origins of some of the stories in the Old Testament, and to resurrect 
the lost world of Semitic mythology. Providing insights into the religious and social 
life of the remote past, it is another probing outpost on the frontiers of archeolo- 
gical psychoanalysis. Not necessarily only for the specialist. Belongs wherever 
ra is serious interest in psychology, mythology, and liberal theology. (10 :60- 
9613 
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Jenks, William A. Columbia Univ. Press 
VIENNA AND THE YOUNG HITLER $5.00 } 


Adolph Hitler once wrote, "Vienna was and remained for me the hardest, but 
also most thorough, school of my life." Assuming then that the politics and social 
conditions of Vienna helped shape history, this book documents the city from 1907-1913, 
the years of Hitler's stay there. Other than a few quotes from Mein Kampf nothing much 
is said by or about him. Instead there is a recreation of the Habsburg Empire in decay, 
of Pan-Germanism, Marxism, of poverty and unemployment. Against this, two colorful 
politicians---Lueger and Schonerers---bring the poison of anti-semitism into the open. 
Much conjecture (but little proof) is then set forth on how all this affected the poor 
young would-be architect who later ruled not only Vienna but all Europe. Interesting, 
well researched. 


Waugh, Evelyn Little, Brown 
RONALD KNOX $5.00 


Although this biography was respectfully reviewed when it was first published 
in England - due, one suspects, as much to its author as to its subject - it was apparent 
that, for his countrymen, Ronald Knox, the man, remains essentially remote. It is not 
likely then that the personality of this priest-scholar-artist will be any more meaning- 
ful to American readers, whether or not they have the advantage, in this case, of being 
Catholic. This is a failure due, it would seem, not to his biographer who has spared 
little detail in attempting to capture his elusive subject, but to the particular nature 
of Ronald Knox: he was, Mr. Waugh admits, “essentially a private person”. Ronald Knox 
was born in 1888, the youngest of a family of four sons and two daughters. His ancestry 
and upbringing (his father was later to be Bishop of Manchester) made the Church seem a 
natural profession. He excelled at Eton and at Balliol College, Oxford where he was one 
of the most promising members of the College. In 1915 he became a priest of the Church 
of England and later, during the war, in 1917, he became a Catholic. He spent some un- 
happy years at an inferior Catholic school where his talents, it was felt, were not put 
to proper use. But later he took over the Catholic chaplaincy at Oxford and spent 13 
years there. In 1939 he revised the Westminster Hymnal and Manual of Prayer, in 1942 he 
completed his translation of the New Testament and in 1948 he finished the 01d Testament. 
He died in 1957 at 69. Mr. Waugh states that "the primary purpose of this book is to tell 
the story of Ronald Knox's exterior life, not to give a conspectus of his thought; still 
less to measure his spiritual achievements". He does more than record his subject's exter- 
ve ie he provides a record of a lost era - which World War I changed forever. (10:59- 
11591 


Koen, Ross Y. Macmillan 
THE CHINA LOBBY IN AMERICA $5.75 


It was at first in the U/.S. News and World Report and later in The Reporter 
that the facts about the China Lobby became public. Here, along with the background of 
American Far Eastern policy, is a full scale report on the purposes and organization of 
the China Lobby, the identities of its supporters, the manner in which they conducted 
their operations and the effectiveness of the Americans whom they drew to their support. 
The China Lobby was formed in 1940 to promote the interests of Chiang Kai-shek and the 
Kuomintang Party. It had two major goals: to secure increasing financial aid from the 
U.S. and later, to prevent U.S. recognition of Communist China and the loss of Chinese 
assets in this country to the new Chinese government. The author discusses the major 
issues which were exploited by the Lobby, the sources of pro-Chinese Nationalist propa- 
ganda in the U.S. and how the views of the Lobby came to be officially and generally © 
accepted. It is not surprising that Chiang Kai-shek would have supporters. What is 
inexcusable, the author maintains, is the character of the "Lobby"- its lack of objectivity, 
its willingness to suppress and distort evidence and the propensity to present accusation 
and innuendo as fact. As a result, he insists, the gulf between American attitudes and 
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realities in China are virtually complete. It is apparent that the author has 
considerable researching abilities and the facts about the China Lobby are adequate- 
ly demonstrated. Unfortunately, his prose style which is plodding, dull and un- 
imaginative, proves to be a distraction - surmountable only by one's interest in 
the subject. 


January 25 


Koenig, Louis W. Rinehart 
THE INVISIBLE PRESIDENCY $6.95 


Subtitled The Behind-the-Scenes-Story of Seven Presidential Confidants 
from Hamilton to Sherman Adams, this is a lively, readable book which is, at the same 
time, a serious examination of an intriguing area of American history. The purpose 
of the book is to investigate the doings of the more important presidential favorites, 
to see what they were like, how they operated and what they accomplished in their 
place beside the throne whether they launched the Republic, helped transform the 
U.S. to a world power or were the Brain Trusters or the architects of the new post- 
war world. The author concentrates on: Alexander Hamilton - (George Washington), 
Martin Van Buren -(Andrew Jackson), William Loeb, Jr. -(Theodore Roosevelt), Col. 
Edward M. House -(Woodrow Wilson), Thomas G. Corcoran -(F.D.R.), Harry Hopkins - 
(F.D.R.), Sherman Adams -(Dwight D. Eisenhower). By far the most interesting 
section of the book is devoted to Sherman Adams whom the author considers one of the 
most misconstrued figures of modern times. Koenig sees Adams, "a kind of tran- 
quilizer for the President", as chief of staff, ringmaster, buffer, hatchet man, 
housekeeper, bouncer and finally, fall guy. The author's conclusion: since presidents 
require assistants of one kind or another it's preferable that they be of an "inner 
circle" type so that they can act as checks on each other. An inevitably interesting 
record. 


Williamson, James A. World 
THE ENGLISH CHANNEL $6.00 


Written from the British viewpoint this scholarly book is a history of the 
narrow body of water lying between France and England, "La Manche" to the French, 
the "English" Channel to the British, from pre-Roman days to the present century. 
The story of the English Channel is in large part that of England itself, a tale of 
winds and tides and storms, of war and piracy, privateering and smuggling and peace- 
ful commerce, and of invasion, successful or attempted. Saxons and Jutes, Danes and 
Romans, Normans, Frenchmen, Spaniards, the Dutch and the Germans all used or tried 
to use the Channel to conquer Britain; Napoleon and Hitler both looked hopefully 
across it. The Channel was the birthplace for the British Navy and its training- 
school; from Channel coasts the British watched the defeat of the Armada and from 
its ports Drake sailed for New Spain and immigrant ships like the Mayflower for New 
England and America; today tourists invade its shores and spread litter. Filled with 
much fascinating information but too wide in scope for easy reading, this well- 
written and carefully documented book will appeal to students, historians and 
browsers in English history rather than to casual readers; a book for historical, 
naval and larger public libraries, it should form an excellent reference textbook 
for college historical courses. Illustrated. Maps. Index. 


January 26 
y\ 
Dineen, .Joseph F. Little, Brown 
; THE KENNEDY FAMILY $3.95 


This is an informal, sketchy biography of the famous Kennedy family, which, 
in the words of the author, has in the course of time "become an organization dedi- 
cated to one purpose, the election of John F. Kennedy to the Presidency of the 
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United States." As a family history, the book leaves much to be desired, however it 

does convey the spirit and quality of this clan and its individual members. Besides 

being very rich and very Catholic, the Kennedys seem to represent the essence of toge- © 
therness. They are extremely close-knit and work for each other. Beginning with 

Patrick Joseph Kennedy, who started the family fortune in Boston in the 1800's, author 
Dineen takes us through three generations of Kennedys, the second of which is repre- 
sented by Joseph P. Kennedy, ex-ambassador to Great Britain. The latter gained particular 
notoriety for his non-interventionist stand prior to Pearl Harbor. It is the third 
generation now which is in the limelight, with Senator John F. in dead center. It seems 
that the Kennedy family is motivated by a collective burning desire to be “tops". Their 
code, as passed down from grandfather Kennedy, preaches that second place is failure; 

only first place will do. To the Kennedys, of course, the Presidency is the biggest 
trophy of them all, and it is John whose mission it is to win it for the family mantel- 
piece. Religion seems to be the biggest obstacle to John's election, but a reading between 
the lines of this book will suggest that there is an even bigger obstacle. Kennedy himseif. 
Despite his excellent education and war record, there is an extraordinary lack of depth 

or substance in John the politician. His one great outburst--an inept speech in the Senate 
urging that the United States back the Algerian nationalists--revealed an astonishingly 
sophomoric grasp of the world situation. Aiso, because he took no stand on the McCarthy 
issue, Kennedy has failed to gain the support of such noted Democrats as Mrs. Roosevelt 

and Herbert Lehman. In the coming months this book will be a great help to many in as- 
sessing the qualifications of a leading contender. (L1C:59-11100) 


January 27 


Ewen, David Holt 
JEROME KERN $3.95 


For the student of musical comedy, this is a biographical review of the works 
and life of Jerome Kern which marks the seventy-fifth anniversary of that composer's 
birth. Singularly dry in style, this text notes the basic events of Kern's life--his 
birth, marriage, musical rise--and mentions his predominant personality traits. The bulk 
of the book consists of a summation of data regarding more than fifty of Kern's works. 
David Ewen, who has written a biography of Gershwin, the Complete Book of American 
Musical Theatex, etc., takes the approach of the research-biographer rather than the 
literary observer, and this particular study suggests itself more as a selection for an 
encyclopedia than as a contribution to the field of general non-fiction. (LC:60-5302) 


January 28 


Scharff, Robert Putnam 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF OUTBOARD CRUISING $5.95 


Concentrating on the newest boating development this is a guide and handbook 
for the outboard motorboat cruiser convert and covers all the areas of interest in four 
sections. For the prospective buyer there is material on selection of boats and motors, 
to fit the pocketbook and the individual needs and use; houseboats, motor powered; equip- 
ment and commissioning; trailering the boat. Next comes the suggestion box for planning 
a cruise - what kind, how long, where to go - and where to get information for it; then 
there are instructions for handling and navigating, for life aboard and around the boat, 
feeding and housekeeping, group cruising, and pleasure with safety. The last section 
concerns the maintenance and storage of trailer, boat and motor. There are photographs, 
diagrams and a glossary of terms. While much of this material has been covered in other 
books on motorboating, this specializes in the understanding, and enjoyment, of the "go 
anywhere" everyman's yacht and as such should find a newly growing market. (1C:59-14389) 
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January 7? 


Willans, Geoffrey & Crowell 
Searle, Ronald $2.50 
THE DOG'S EAR BOOK 


Author and illustrator of the unspeakable Molesworth (Down With Skool!, 
etc.) present a jaundiced view of the cult of the canine and write about and sketch 
the horrible examples of dog dominatio where “man is the mutt..." Types of dogs, 
their history, training, two-and four-footed resemblances, the campaigns that have 
made dog the master of man, dog shows, weekends with dogs, beagling, etc., etc., are 
the targets for a British blow-off. There are some verses to underline the thesis 
here and Searle's squirly, lugubrious drawings are a delight - for those who have no 
best friends in this area. Amusing. 


Hodnett, Edward S WALLIN “eae © Harper 


WHICH COLLEGE FOR YOU? $2.95 


This is directed to the High School Junior- to parents- to teachers, to 
all for whom the importance of the choice of the right college is looming frightening- 
ly near. Specifically, it is a handbook for building the case for selection and its 
use should be made by the student. Self analysis as a prime consideration is ap- 
proached from the angle of gauging personal factors involved- characteristics of 
personality, interests, scholarship- and charts for rating are supplied in the ap- 
pendix. Then the things to look for in the colleges themselves are outlined, the 
necessary research that should be done, the people to consult, the channels to ex- 
plore, the narrowing down of the possibilities- and finally how to rate the colleges 
on their showings- and in relation to the student's preferences and suitability. A 
practical workable system, which should help bring the right applicant to the right 
college. Suggest use of this in connection with The College Handbook, reviewed on 


p. 837. 
Late Harvest- 1959 


Boatner, Lt. Col. Mark M., III | McKay 
THE CIVIL WAR DICTIONARY Pre-pub- $12.50 
Post- $15.00 


A comprehensive, authoritative handbook on the Civil War which should be 
an essential reference tool in all public libraries, school and college libraries, 
and reference libraries used by students of the Civil War. The more casual Civil 
War buff who reads most of the books- popular and scholarly- on the subject, will 
find it indispensable. The text runs to about 1000 pages; there are 4000 entries 
of which half are biographical, covering personalities involved directly and indirect- 
ly in the war. Twenty major campaigns, and as many minor ones, battles, skirmishes, 
engagements - are given due coverage. While military organization, weapons, political 
events attendant on or related to the war are identified and concisely treated. 
Cross references insure interrelated events and personalities complete recognition- 
as for example under Harper's Ferry, there is a cross reference to two major articles- 
Antietam and John Brown, etc. Illustrated with maps and diagrams. The compiler of 
this useful reference work is the fifth regular Army officer in his immediate family; 
served in World War II and the Korean War; taught military history at West Point, 
during which time his research for this book was accomplished, and now is serving on 
the staff of SHAPE in Paris. (12/7. LC:59-12267) 


Announcing for late November 


Esposito, Col. Vincent J. Praeger 
THE WEST POINT ATLAS OF AMERICAN WARS 2 vol. $47.50 


This is, so far as we know, the first comprehensive and fully illustrated 
military history of every war in which the USA has taken part, and follows the course 
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given cadets at the Academy. With more than 400 maps in color and some 250,000 words of 

text supplementing the illustrative material portrayed in the maps, theme and explana- 

tion go hand in hand- with the focus on the maps. Direction guides simplify location @ 
and references. The result is a brief and vividly illustrated history of each war. The 

whole department of military history at the Point was called on for assistance, under 

the direction of Col. Esposito. This should be a required investment for all colleges- 

and for the well equipped schools where America's military history is taught. Intro- 

duction by President Eisenhower. 


Chiba, Reiko Tuttle 
THE MAKING OF A JAPANESE PRINT: Harunobu's HERON MAID $2.50 


An ideal Christmas gift, reasonably priced but elegant and tasteful, this 
folding book consists of ten hand-carved, hand printed blocks. Each one displays a 
different stage in the making of the print, illustrating the complex manner by which the 
print masters colored their original drawings. Not only fascinating in the technical 
virtuosity it displays, but aesthetically rewarding as it develops from a tender black 
and white figure to a delicately colored portrait of one of Haunobu's "“bi-jin", beautiful 
women, set in a Japanese winter landscape. Attractively bound in gold illuminated material. 


(11/25) 


Malm, William P. Tuttle 
JAPANESE MUSIC AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS $8.75 


It has been about 65 years since a book has appeared in English on the general 
subject of Japanese music, and so we turned to this one with much interest. As this is 
a subject of great difficulty and equally great importance to the whole world of art, it 
was perhaps inevitable that some clever "ologist" would turn up with a grant to write a 
book about it. Of all arts probably this one requires the most sincerity, modesty, effort, 
and patience in order to make any headway. It seems it was too hard a task for Mr. Malm. 
After two years in Japan he now attempts to deal with the major forms and the major 
instruments in turn---the biwa, the shakuhachi, the shamisen, various kinds of drums, the 
koto, and noh and kabuki drama, in each case discussing the background history, the instru- 
ment itself, and its performance. Unfortunately in every department his book is superfi- 
cial, contradictory, and ill-informed. When it comes to anything more than counting the 
number of holes in a flute or making a sly joke about geisha-girls, he reveals himself to 
be a pretentious wiseacre, ignorant of the country's history and thought and quite unable 
to see anything beyond his own tiresome prejudices and cliche attitudes. The work is a 
vulgarization of the worst sort, yet there is such ignorance of Japanese music that it will 
probably sell quite well. And it is perhaps worth getting if only to study the photographs, 
some in color, and the many excellent line drawings which are sprinkled here and there. 
As a book, it is handsomely turned out in Tuttle's best style. (Publ. 10:59-10411) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN PRICE, DATE, TITLE. 
Page 


819 - Chace, James- THE RULES OF THE GAME - 1/14 to 1/7. From $3.50 to $3.95 (Doubleday) 
819 - Gordimer, Nadine - FRIDAY'S FOOTPRINT - 1/4 to 1/11 (Viking) 

820 - Goldthorpe, J. - THE SUMMER OF DESIRE - definite date 1/14 (Coward-McCann) 
820 - Kern, S. - THE GOLDEN SCALPEL - definite date 1/4 (John Day) 

820 - Gaines, Diana - DANGEROUS CLIMATE - 1/14 to 1/7 (Doubleday) 

821 - Conrad, Earl - THE GOVERNOR AND HIS LADY - definite date 1/29 (Putnam) 

821 - Guy, Maurice - Correct title SO WILD THE WIND; definite date 1/15 (Putnam ) 
822 - Mercer, Charles - ENOUGH GOOD MEN - definite date 1/11 (Putnam) 

829 - Costello, William - THE FACTS ABOUT NIXON - from 1/4 to 1/8 (Viking) 

831 - Allen, G. N. - UNDERCOVER TEACHER - $3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 

833 - Bedichek, Roy - THE SENSE OF SMELL - 1/14 to 1/7 (Doubleday) 

833 - Shure, D. S. - HESTER BATEMAN - 1/14 to 1/7 (Doubleday) 

834 - Swift, H. & E. - RUNNING A HAPPY FAMILY - definite date 1/7 (John Day) 











. 
XS 
“ 
* + 
} 
4 
At 
y) 
’ 
\ 
/ 
/ 
n 
« 
& 
& 
= 


